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Mark Rosewater's Design Notes

Magic Arcana
Thursday, September 30, 2004

agic Head Designer Mark Rosewater doesn't wait to sit down at his

desk at Wizards to start designing cards. He carries with him a piece

of paper so he can jot down a Magic card or mechanic idea
whenever it occurs to him.
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We thought it might be fun to show a fragment of some of Mark's design notes.
Keep in mind that these pages are covered front and back with notes, and that Mark has piles of
these stored away -- he's been jotting ideas this way since before he was hired at Wizards of the
Coast! Here's a shot of one side of one of the pages, with some of the image blurred out (since
some of the ideas haven't seen print yet!).

A sample of Mark Rosewater's design notes

Here's a zoomed-in view of part of that page. See if you can identify the cards that grew out of
these ideas! (This is a great demonstration of how long it takes some good ideas to make it onto

cards: Mark estimates that this particular page was written in 1997, around the time of the
design of Tempest.)


https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic/
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic/playbig.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic/
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/articlesection
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/tournamentcenter
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=magic/magiconline
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://gatherer.wizards.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,en
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,de
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,es
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,fr
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,it
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,ja
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,,pt
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=company/userprofile
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/articlesection
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/articlesection
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/tournamentcenter
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=magic/magiconline
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/games
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/welcome
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcanaarchive
javascript://
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=299038
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/660,0
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/authorarchive&author=MarkRosewater
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/authorarchive&author=MarkRosewater
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/games
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/books
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/events
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/community
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com/quick.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.hasbro.com/

{ — ol {nui} «'+ ("H'J L‘J!
cl,pc."'f‘ [
- 1k P e 18 (4.“-":{’, y o !
l.r"k'"\,

|

- “."r""}?t.r'-#]:?,‘( | eyt |
,L(‘ﬂu’ < ¢frd - !
— L&jtﬂu\*“-j /%'\T(:“—Vth‘:l\ |

_,,L..d,,J;J-r{, w’/[ .ﬁ_)‘k?thla“'-"\

I _ feorn fetnbeA

l --"Qf-" ,n“.'t*‘\plg +_

| - - i he 12
CeqQA '%ﬂ-{

i &Y 7ol

~ ¢nch. de aqn'u’ﬂf“

‘i(a‘{’ !"’? ‘_.,r{,f"f.

L]

be
1 7 ID!J’-{I. j\:;q"(_ti'r H‘{l:_j 4_!"! 'F'-"{If‘,
= cret piThe lexl tamts
'_ I}tihmf Jﬂu.r;f{

P gret et

4
= 4n . o - /
/ ; th!m,s*.‘c-'{ of Araov J

Design notes sample, detail view

{ -.‘,-(_.'1 i

P “f Discuss on the message boards M‘ Magic Arcana archive

WHAT'S NEW CORPORATE INFO WHERE TO BUY INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT SITEMAP  PRODUCTS

© 1995-2004 Wizards of the Coast, Inc., a subsidiary of Hasbro, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Wizards is headquartered in Renton, Washington, PO Box 707, Renton, WA 98057.
PRIVACY STATEMENT



https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=299038
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=299038
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=welcome/whatsnew
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=welcome/company
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=welcome/stores
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/international/main.asp?x=welcome,3&region=worldwide
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=contactinfo
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=welcome/sitemap
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/catalog
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/company/WebSiteLegalNotice.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20041205061815/http://www.wizards.com:80/company/PrivacyStatement.asp

